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SUBJECT: INCREASED SAUDI SUBSCRIPTION TO THE IBRD 

REF: STATE 165594 

1. DURING THE JULY 31 MEETING OF CHARGE, B AZARIAN, AND ECON COUNSELO 
R 

BIRD WITH GOVERNOR QURAISHI, THE ISSUE WAS RAISED OF 
INCREASED SAUDI SUBSCRIPTION TO THE IBRD. GOVERNOR 
QURAISHI RESPONDED THAT DESPITE COMMENTS FROM THE RECENT 
ARTICLE IN THE WASHINGTON POST, HE REACHED AN UNDERSTANDING 
WITH PRESIDENT NCNAMARA DURING HIS RECENT TRIP TO SAUDI 
ARABIA THAT ANY INCREASE IN A SAUDI SUBSCRIPTION SHOULD RESULT 
IN AN APPROPRIATE INCREASE IN VOTING POWER. (THE WASHINGTON 
POST ARTICLE REFERRED TO WAS WRITTEN BY HOBART ROWAN WHICH 
APPEARED IN THE JULY 24, 1975, INTERNATIONAL 
HERALD TRIBUNE.) 

2. GOVERNOR QURAISHI ELABORATED THAT THE SAUDI SUBSCRIP- 
TION WOULD BE INCREASED FROM 1 14 MILLION TO 800 MILLION. 

HE ALSO STATED THAT THIS INCREASE AMOUNTED TO ONLY 2 PER- 
CENT OF VOTING POWER. IT WAS UNCLEAR WHETHER HE WAS REFER- 
RING TO SAUDI SUBSCRIPTIONS IN DOLLARS ON SDR'S TO IBRD 
MEMBERSHIP OR TO THE IMF QUOTA. 
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3. HE EMPHASIZED THAT INCREASED VOTING POWER IS APPRO- 
PRIATE FOR ANY OPEC MEMBER WHICH PLANS TO INCREASE ITS 
SUBSCRIPTIONS IN THE IBRD AND/OR IMF. 

4. THE ISSUE OF INCREASED SAUDI ARABIA SUBSCRIPTIONS 
TO THE IBRD AND IMF SHOULD BE A SIGNIFICANT PART OF THE 
BILATERAL MEETINGS DURING THE SEPTEMBER BANK/FUND MEETINGS. 
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